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Good morning. Thank you for inviting me today.

As you know, activity in the commercial space world is
accelerating. And the segment of that world getting the most notice
right now is private human space flight. So I’m going to talk a little
about that, and then I’ll be happy to just have a conversation with you
about the overall field of commercial space.

Now, since yours is a bipartisan organization, I’'m going to do
something people from a federal agency almost never do. I’m going to
talk a little politics, more precisely, presidential politics.

What makes it a little safer is that the presidential politics I’'m
going to talk about happened in 1960. That election had something to
say about space and a little to say about the link between the states and
the federal government.

I’m sure you know that the 1960 presidential race was very close,
decided by less than 113,000 votes nationally.

But what you might not know is that the candidates themselves
were a whole lot closer than that.

John F. Kennedy’s Senate office was on the third floor of what is
now the Russell Senate Office building. He was in Suite 362. And every
day, usually several times, he’d walk out his door to the elevator and
pass Suite 361 on the opposite side of the hall.

That office had been assigned to the Senate’s presiding officer ...
Vice President Richard Nixon.

So you had neighbors running against each other ... and
sometimes literally into each other ... in what would turn out to be a
close election. But ... they also had something else in common.

Both Kennedy and Nixon ran in the 1960 New Hampshire
primary.

Now here’s something for you.



Believe it or not, the man who finished second to Senator Kennedy
among the Democrats in that primary ... was the same man who
finished third to Vice President Nixon among the Republicans. Same

guy.

Not only that ... that very same man was a runner up in both vice-
presidential contests in New Hampshire in 1960.

Pretty popular I guess, but does anybody remember his
campaign?

Well, not many remember his campaign, but his name rings a
bell. His name was ... Paul C. Fisher. And Paul C. Fisher ... invented
the Fisher space pen.

How he got on the New Hampshire ballot, I don’t know, but some
wags say it was because he was a “write-in” candidate.

So what’s the point?

I tell you the story because if the 1960 New Hampshire primary is
any guide, you can’t get any more bi-partisan than Paul Fisher ... even
if you’re in the Aerospace States Association.

I also tell the story because the space pen of 1960 has been
replaced by the promise of private human space flight today, something
nearly unthinkable in 1960 when not a single human being had ever
even been in space.

More importantly, I tell the story because the people in this room
bring the state perspective to modern aerospace issues in a decisive way.
I can tell you from personal experience, the energy in communities and
states from coast to coast is having an impact on this new era of space
flight.

The FAA has licensed the operation of six launch sites including
two in California, one in Alaska, one in California and one in Virginia.
The most recent licensed launch site is in Oklahoma where I attended
the dedication ceremonies just a month ago. The entire Oklahoma



process was the result of vision, hard work and persistence by
outstanding leadership, including Mary Fallin and Bill Khourie.

As a matter of fact, back in 2004, then Lt. Governor Fallin and
former head of ASA ... now Congresswoman Fallin ... organized the
Oklahoma Aerospace Summit and Expo. She invited me to speak and I
remember it very well. I said that day what a pleasure it was to work
with Oklahoma and with the Aerospace States Association to prepare
for “the next giant leap in space transportation, the emergence of a new
industry driven by the launch of commercial suborbital reusable launch
vehicles, RLVs.”

Only two years after that Expo, Oklahoma had a spaceport.

The Oklahoma Expo was held in a year, 2004, that might very
well have the same significance for private human space flight that 1903
does for aviation, the year the Wright Brothers flew for the first time.
In 2004 alone ...

e The President announced a vision for Space Exploration.

Six months later, a presidential commission created to
recommend ways to implement the vision, concluded that,
“commercialization of space should become a primary focus.”
Burt Rutan’s SpaceShipOne won the X-Prize.

e Two months later the Administration announced a U.S. Space
Transportation Policy that called for the Department of
Transportation to “encourage, facilitate and promote U.S.
commercial space transportation activities, including commercial
human space flight.”

e And two days before Christmas, the President signed the
Commercial Space Launch Amendments Act of 2004, that
essentially made the FAA though my office the regulator of
commercial human space flight.

Today, three years later, the momentum is building. The 2004
legislation required two sets of regulations. One set was to govern crew
and space flight participants or passengers. The final rule was issued
last December and its critical feature is the idea of informed consent. It
means that the passengers have to be given the maximum amount of






